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The sea ice surrounding 
the North Pole is probably 
thinning up to twice as fast 
as previously thought, ac-
cording to research by Uni-
versity College London. 

Writing in the journal The 
Cryosphere, scientists say 
earlier estimates on the depth 
of the ice cap were based on 
data collected by the Sovi-
ets between 1954 and 1991, 
which are now outdated. 

They say their new mod-
eling of temperature, snow-
fall and ice floe movements 
provides a better understand-
ing of how fast the Arctic sea 
ice is actually disappearing.

 “Sea ice thickness is a 
sensitive indicator of the 
health of the Arctic. And 
when the Arctic warms, the 
world warms,” said lead re-
searcher Robbie Mallett.

A strong under-
sea temblor jolt-
ed Indonesia’s 
Seram Island.

• Earth movements were 
also felt in the far south-
ern Philippines, Taiwan, 
southern Yemen, southern 
Israel and Jordan, the east-
ern Democratic Republic of 
Congo and around Califor-
nia’s Salton Sea.
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Beaches in Florida, 
the Caribbean and tropi-
cal Atlantic are being over-
whelmed by masses of sar-
gassum, a seaweed now 
growing explosively be-
cause of fertilizer runoff. 

While the seaweed is 
key to the marine environ-
ment, excessive nitrogen and 
phosphorus in coastal wa-
ters from the fertilizers have 
caused the proliferation.

This poses a health risk 
as rotting sargassum creates 
toxic hydrogen sulfide gas 
that can be dangerous for 
people with asthma  and oth-
er  respiratory problems. 

Florida Atlantic Universi-
ty professor Brian Lapointe 
says levels of fecal bacteria 
can also be high around the 
decaying blooms. 

He adds that runoff from 
the Mississippi River and 
others from the Amazon to 
the Congo are responsible 
for the new great “Atlantic 
Sargassum Belt.”

Global heating may soon 
mean that mosquitoes will 
become active all year round 
in places where they normal-
ly disappear during winter.  

Researchers from the Uni-
versity of Florida compared 
how different types of  mos-
quitoes respond to changes 
in temperatures. They found 
that the mosquitoes’ ability 
to tolerate swings in temper-
ature changes through the 
seasons. 

“That tells us that as cli-
mate change makes our au-
tumns and winters warmer, 
mosquitoes in more temper-
ate regions are well prepared 
to be active during those 
times,” said lead researcher 
Brett Scheffers.

A herd of wayward ele-
phants that has mysterious-
ly trekked about 300 miles 
across southern China this 
spring took a break to rest 
and to wait for an errant 
youngster to catch up. 

State broadcaster CCTV 
reports that despite repeat-
ed calls from the impa-
tient adults, the 10-year-old 
doesn’t appear to be in any 
hurry to reunite with the 
main group. 

Before the pachyderms’ 
respite, hundreds of trucks 
were dispatched to keep the 
15 ambling migrants out of 
populated areas. 

Officials say they are 
planning to use food bait and 
roadblocks to help guide the 
herd to a new suitable habi-
tat once it is moving again.

Much of northern 
Vietnam’s Thanh 
Hoa province was 
drenched when 

minimal Tropical Storm 
Koguma made landfall from 
the Gulf of Tonkin. 

• Tropical Storm Bill 
formed off the U.S. Eastern 
Seaboard, then later skirted 
Newfoundland.

China’s now world-famous traveling elephants take a brief rest. Photo: CCTV
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The expansion of wind farms to gener-
ate power could reach a point of dimin-
ishing returns if too many are placed near 
each other, new research finds. 

This is a real threat for coastal areas of 
Northern Europe, where limited space is 
seeing the turbines being built in clusters. 

Writing in the journal Scientific Re-
ports, researchers say wind speeds up to 60 miles down-
wind of the farms are significantly slowed down by them 
under some weather conditions. 

This means output from neighboring wind farms could 
be reduced up to 25% if they are placed too close together. 
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